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prospect of becoming the Subedar of the Deccan, Mubariz
Khan exerted himself to the utmost to be ready for the fray.
Ibrahim Khan Panni, brother of Da'ud Khan Panni and
faujdar of Kurnul, 'Abdu'l-Fatah Khan, son of 'Abdu'1-NabI
Khan, faujdar of Cuddapah (Karpa), Sa'adatullah Khan,
faujdar of Carnatic, Ghalib Khan, son of Amir Abu Talib
Badakshi, joined him with considerable body of troops and
persuaded him to engage with Nizamu'1-Mulk as soon as
practicable; further delay being inadvisable. They had a
grievance against Nizamu'1-Mulk who had hindered them
from obtaining Jagirs in the Carnatic, when he succeeded to
the office of Wazir. He did not allow these Afghan leaders to
appropriate the collections made from the crown domains.
They thought their interest would suffer if Nizamu'1-Mulk
became Subedar of the Deccan. This is why they espoused
the cause of Mubariz Khan.1
On the other side, elwaz Khan fAzdu'd-Daulah) and
Ghiyas Khan were doing their best to persuade Nizamu'l-
Mulk to keep on temporizing and avoid a fixed battle until
the rains were over. But he over-ruled them on the ground
that as Mubariz Khan had received a royal firman, further
delay would bring all the faujdars of the Deccan under his
banner. In the meantime. Raja Sahu had sent a contingent
of Maratha troops under the leadership of Balaji to help
Nizamu'1-Mulk, with whom an agreement was concluded
as to future relations. On hearing of Mubariz Khan's approach,
Nizamu'1-Mulk marched out of Aurangabad and encamped
near Jaswant Talab, leaving the town itself in an unprotected
condition. From Zafarnagar, a fief of Ibrahim Khan Panni,
Mubariz Khan marched straight for Aurangabad, avoiding
the forces of Nizamu'1-Mulk. But the latter, a master in
strategy, out-matched his enemy, crossed the river Purna
with his artillery and left no alternative for Mubariz Khan
but to engage in a general action. A furious battle took place
at Shakar Khera, some eighty miles from Aurangabad in
Berar.2 This is surely one of the decisive battles of India,
tMa'athiru'l-Umara, vol. Ill, pp. 737-41,
2 Shakar Khera was named Fathkhera by Nizamu'1-Mulk to commemorate
his victory over Mubariz Khan. Now it is a village in the Mehkar taluq of
Buldana District, Berar, situated in 20313'N. and 76°27'E., on river Bhogawati,
an affluent of the Penganga. (Imperial Gazette of India, p. 135.)

